Notes on ITS/Ovonics Test Ride:

*
[Opened up the rear to show] Intended for Rapid Inner City Delivery for the European Markets, Cities.  Payload of several hundred kilos.   Flowers, bread or Coca Cola.... that sort of thing.  I commented that it did seem of substantial area in back.  
Rep: 
Easy to walk in and the doors take very little space.  

*
ITS of Germany, Intelligent Transportation Systems, makes the vehicle.  Ovonic ECD supplies the (NiMH) batteries.

*
All Battery powered. ... (not a hybrid).  

*
Range 100-150 km (again: intended as an inner city vehicle).

*
Top-Speed: around 100 km/hr.  Rep: “Intended for the guy who will go out all day and drive, come in at night and charge.  Back next day... do his routes.”

*
Steering not powered... Turning radius was good when I parked at the end, but it gave your arms a bit of a workout.

I remarked that I didn't see what would be wrong with using this as a passenger car city vehicle.

Response: This is not currently for sale....  It is a prototype.  2 such vehicles are built.  ITS and ECD are talking to customers about going into production.  The intent of the program is production.  It is not intended just for display.

Targeted Price?  

Response: Didn't know answer.... had been asked this by others.  Suggested Dennis Korrigan (sp?) of ECD might be able to answer.

I asked about the cost of getting it crash-tested for the U.S, because I'm always on the lookout for any BEV which can be brought to the US.

Response: The vehicle was intended for the European Market, but that they also would require some form of safety evaluation.  Euro requirements are nearly as strict as the American, he said.

I asked about the noise when I hit the breaks.  

Response: There is a  noise from the relay for regen braking, and there is also vacuum assist that comes on occassionally.

How long had they been working on this?

Response: 2 years.  This is an advanced prototype, so the body and chassis could go to production, a production run of at least several hundred, in a short period of time.  The tools are available.  The drivetrain may need another pass; there are certain system integration issues.  Other than that, it's a fairly advanced prototype.  This is P001.  So, it's the first one.  There's another one in Europe.  That's a little better than this.  The fit and finish is a little better.

[As I noted with Stuart and some other companies: It is a part of this conference, a measure of how many things there were to do, that I was only able to spend a brief amount of time in this car, and talking to a rep.  Under other circumstances I would have spent many hours poking around this intruiging BEV and around the Ovonics booth.  I am still a little floored that I had a chance only to say a brief Nice-To-Meet-You to someone as important as Bob Stempel.  How is that possible?  So, my point is that a product like this from Ovonics does rate further more in-depth analysis, ... and a venue like the every-1 ½ years Electric Vehicle Symposium should attract many journalists who can give such products further attention.]

